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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: EAIR, MARR, UK, FR, US 

SUBJECT:COMMERCIAL AIRCRAFT TRANSIT OF ASCENSION ISLAND 

1 . ON AUG 26 BRITISH EMBASSY WASHINGTON CONTACTED DEPT 
(PM/ISO), ON INSTRUCTIONS FROM FCO, REQUESTING US CONCUR- 
RENCE IN A PROPOSED COMMERCIAL AIRCRAFT TRANSIT OF ASCENSION 
ISLAND. SUBSTANCE OF UK APPROACH WAS THAT A FRENCH FIRM, 
INTER THON, REQUESTED UK PERMISSION TO STAGE A BEECHCRAFT 

18 TURBOLINER, REGISTRATION FODHJ, WITH CREW OF 4, THROUGH 
ASCENSION QUOTE EARLY NEXT WEEK END QUOTE. 

2. THE AIRCRAFT IS REPORTED TO BE ENGAGED IN THE LOCATION 
OF TUNA FISH ON BEHALF OF A FRENCH FISHING FIRM. UK EMBASSY 
STATED THAT US HAD APPROVED A 1972 AIRCRAFT TRANSIT BY THE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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SAME FRENCH FIRM. 

3. A RAPID CHECK OF DEPT AND CERTAIN DOD FILES PRODUCED 
NO EVIDENCE OF ANY 1972 ASCENSION COMMERCIAL TRANSIT OF 
THE TYPE INDICATED. 
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4. DEPT RESPONDED TO BRITISH EMBASSY THAT WE COULD NOT 
AGREE TO APPROVE THE FRENCH REQUEST DUE TO PRECEDENTIAL 
IMPLICATIONS UNDER ARTICLE 15 OF THE CHICAGO CONVENTION, 

ABSENCE OF PROVISIONS FOR TRANSIENT SERVICES, REPAIR 
FACILITIES OR MAINTENANCE SUPPORT, LACK OF AIRCRAFT 
PARTS, AND INABILITY TO PROVIDE SURPLUS FUEL FOR CIVIL 
AIRCRAFT. BRITISH EMBASSY STATED THEY WOULD QUERY FCO 
AS TO THE ALLEGED 1 972 PRECEDENT. CHRISTOPHER 
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NNN 


*** Current Handling Restrictions *** n/a 
*** Current Classification *** UNCLASSIFIED 
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